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Event Bid Requirements 
Rugby Ontario is thrilled to announce that for the 2026 season, clubs will once again have the opportunity to 
bid to host our marquee events in their city/town!  Numerous events are up for grabs.  We kindly ask all clubs 
that are interested in hosting, to read the individual requirements for each event before placing a bid.  We 
acknowledge that your clubs’ facilities may not meet ALL requirements at this moment.  Rugby Ontario will 
still provide equal consideration to clubs who present a development / strategic / contingency plan within 
their bid to fill any gaps. To be considered for hosting an event, clubs must complete the form at the bottom 
of this document by 11:59pm on Sunday, February 1st, 2026. An expression of interest email submitted by 
11:59pm on Sunday, January 11th, 2026, to Nick Porcelli (nporcelli@rugbyontario.com) would be greatly 
appreciated. Your expression of interest email must list the events in which you are bidding to host. Clubs are 
welcome to bid for multiple events.  Rugby Ontario would like to thank all clubs in advance for their bids and 
wish you all the best of luck!  
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Event Bidding Timeline:  

• Event Bid Requirement Document Release Date: Wednesday, December 17th, 2025 
• Expression of Interest Email (to nporcelli@rugbyontario.com) Deadline: Sunday, January 11th, 2026 
• Event Bid Form Submission Deadline: Sunday, February 1st, 2026 
• Rugby Ontario Internal Review of Bids: Wednesday, February 4th, 2026– Friday, February 13th, 2026 
• Announcement of All Event Host Clubs: Wednesday, February 25th, 2026 

  
Important Details:  

• Staffing: Rugby Ontario will provide a pre-determined number of staff members for these events.  All 
additional staffing/volunteer needs are required to be provided by host clubs.    

• Medical Personnel: Rugby Ontario will provide the suggested number of paramedics and athletic 
therapists from SportSide Medical based on the scale of the event. Having a medical room/area will 
be considered a strong asset in a bid.  

• Sport Tourism funding opportunities offered through municipality: This will be considered a strong 
asset in a club’s bid package for an event.  Sport tourism funding/grants are extremely helpful in 
offsetting the costs that the host absorbs from running an event.  Within your bid package, please 
outline whether your respective municipality offers sport tourism funding/grants and if your club 
would be eligible for the event, you will be bidding for.  
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Requirements for ALL Events:  
• Food and beverages available for purchase: Food and beverage offerings are required for ALL 

events.  Participants and spectators get hungry throughout the day and convenience is key by having 
a variety of offerings available on site.  It is also a great opportunity for clubs to generate some 
revenue.  If your club’s facility does not have a permanent snack bar, a temporary one is also an 
option.  Please outline your anticipated offerings within your bid package. *NOTE*: Clubs willing to 
provide meals for staff, volunteers, medical personnel, and referees will have a considerable 
advantage.  

• Bathrooms: Bathrooms are required for ALL events. Clubs must have a minimum of 3 bathrooms and 
1 accessible bathroom.  If your club’s facility does not have the appropriate number of bathrooms, 
the club will be responsible for the rental expense of portable toilets / hygiene stations to meet the 
minimum requirement.    

• Parking: Parking is a requirement for ALL events.  The number of parking spots required will differ 
depending on the event your club is bidding to host.  If your club’s parking facility does not meet or 
exceed the required quantity, please provide a contingency plan to meet the needs of the event. 
Accessible parking spaces must also be provided.  

• Accessible drinking water: Accessible drinking water is required for ALL events.  Clubs are required 
to offer participants and spectators a place to refill their water bottles. This can be in the form of a 
designated water fountain, water jug filled from another water source, etc. 

• Local organizing committee: This is a requirement for ALL events.  Clubs must establish an organizing 
committee that will assist in the planning and development of the event, alongside Rugby Ontario’s 
staff.  Please identify these leads within your bid package.  

• Spectator Controls: The proposal should include a detailed plan to ensure spectator control 
measures are in place.  This should include plans for spectator rope barriers surrounding all playing 
enclosures, sign posting to direct flow of spectator traffic, identifying prohibited areas for spectators, 
and marking where clubs / families are permitted to setup team tents, etc.  

 
Additional Assets to Your Application: 

• Power source: This is NOT a requirement for events. An outdoor power source will be viewed as an 
asset, as it allows for more engaging activities during events and allows schedules to easily be 
displayed for viewing by athletes and spectators.  It also allows for easy streaming of Senior 
Competition events. If your club’s facility does not have outdoor outlets, providing a high-powered 
generator is also an option.  Please clearly outline this in your bid package. 

• Summary of your club's promotion / marketing plan: Include an overview of your intended 
promotional efforts, marketing channels, and strategies to support event visibility and attendance. 

• Local impacts your club will be seeking: Please describe the local benefits, community engagement 
opportunities, or broader impacts your club aims to achieve by hosting the event.  This may also 
include ways you look to incorporate local partners/sponsors. 

• Changerooms: Changerooms aren’t a requirement for ALL events. Providing an indoor space for 
athletes to change in/out of their kit will be considered an asset.  This can be a designated private 
space in your clubhouse or a neighbouring building.  Providing one changeroom for each team will be 
a considerable advantage. 
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OWL Premiership & Championship Cups Event Details  
• Date: Weekend of August 15th  
• # of Days: 1  
• Structure: Single Game Grand Finals (3: OWL Premiership Cup / OWL Premiership 2XV Final / 

OWL Championship Cup) 
• # of Teams: 6 
• # of Participants: 180 
• Anticipated # of Spectators: 400-500  
• Parking Required: 250-400 spots  

  
OWL Premiership & Championship Cups Requirements:  

• # of Fields: 1 full-sized playing field plus 1 warm up field is required for this event. 
• Functioning scoreboard: This is a requirement for this event.  Clubs have the option to rent a 

scoreboard at their expense, if they do not have a permanent one.  Please outline these plans in 
your bid package.  

• Media/Broadcast Booth or Area: This is required for this event, as the OWL Cups will be 
broadcasted.  Having one area designated for the production team and one for commentators 
will be considered a strong asset.  If your club’s facility does not have a permanent media booth, 
at the bare minimum you must have a raised area.  With your bid package, please outline your 
plans for a media booth.  

• Grandstand/bleachers: This is required for this event as it provides spectators with a 
comfortable space to enjoy the action. Clubs may also rent them for the event.  Please outline 
your plans in the bid package.  

• Field lights:  This is not a requirement for this event as the game will likely be played during the 
day but will be considered and asset.  

• Accessible warm-up space/field: This is required for this event. This may be in addition to the 
one playing field required or can be built into/accounted for in the schedule.  Within your bid 
package, please clearly outline where your club’s warm-up space/field will be located and the 
condition/resources available.   

• Change rooms: This is NOT required for this event but will be considered and asset, as it 
provides athletes with a safe space to store their belongings.  This also provides athletes with a 
private space to change in and out of their kit.  This space also provides teams with a place to 
congregate before and after matches.  Having one change room per team will be considered a 
strong asset.   

• Facility capacity: Based on the anticipated number of participants and spectators, your club’s 
facility capacity must meet or exceed 700 individuals.  

• Match Officials room/space: This is required for this event.  Officials will require a safe space to 
store their belongings and provide them with the option to change in and out of their kit.  This 
will also provide officials with a space to relax between games.  
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U16/U18 Boys & Girl Junior Provincial Cups and Regional Championships Event 
Details  

• Date: Weekend of August 22nd  
• # of Days: 1  
• Structure: 4 Team Seeded Knockout  
• # of Teams: 32  
• # of Participants: 960  
• Anticipated # of Spectators: 1450-1925 
• Parking Required: 1000 spots  

  
U16/U18 Boys & Girl Junior Provincial Cups and Regional Championships 
Requirements:  

• # of Fields: 4 full-sized field are required for this event. 
• Functioning scoreboard: This is not a requirement for this event but will be considered a strong 

asset. Having one scoreboard per field will significantly strengthen a bid.  
• Media/Broadcast Booth: This is not a requirement for this event, but clubs are still encouraged 

to live stream the event through a Veo camera or other method of their choosing.   
• Grandstand/bleachers:  This is required for this event as it provides spectators a comfortable 

space to enjoy the action. At the bare minimum, the host club must have a set of small 
bleachers per field.  Clubs may also rent them for the event. Please outline your plans in the bid 
package.  

• Field lights:  This is not a requirement for this event, as it will take place during the day.  
• Accessible warm-up space/field: This is required for this event. This may be in addition to the 

four playing fields required.  Within your bid package, please clearly outline where your club’s 
warm-up space/field will be located and the condition/resources available.  

• Change rooms:  This is not required for this event, but will be considered an asset, as it would 
provide athletes with a safe space to store their belongings and provide them with the option to 
change in and out of their kit. 

• Facility capacity: Based on the anticipated number of participants and spectators, your club’s 
facility capacity must meet or exceed 2,885 individuals.  

• Match Officials room/space:  This is required for this event.  Officials will require a safe space to 
store their belongings and provide them the option to change in and out of their kit.  This will 
also provide officials a space to relax between games.   
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 U14 Boys & Girls Provincial Championships Event Details 
• Date: Weekend of August 23rd 
• # of Days: 1  
• Structure: 8 Team Seeded Knockout 
• # of Teams: 16 (8 Boys, 8 Girls) 
• Anticipated # of Participants: 320 
• Anticipated # of Spectators: 480-640 
• Parking Required: 350-400 spots  

  
U14 Boys & Girls Provincial Championships Requirements:  

• # of Fields: 2 full-sized field is required for this event. Smaller playing fields will be created 
within, according to the rules and regulations outlined by Rugby Canada for the age grade 
participating.  

• Grandstand/bleachers: This is not a requirement but will be considered an asset as it provides 
spectators with a comfortable space to enjoy the action. Please outline in your proposal if your 
club’s facility has a grandstand or bleachers.  Clubs may also rent them for the event (should 
also be outlined in the proposal) to enhance their proposal.  

• Field lights:  This is not a requirement for this event, as it will take place during the day.  
• Accessible warm-up space/field: This is required for this event. This may be in addition to the 

playing fields required or can be built into/accounted for in the schedule if two fields are made 
available.  Within your proposal, please clearly outline where your club’s warm-up space/field 
will be located and the condition/resources available.   

• Change rooms: This is not required for this event, but will be considered an asset, as it would 
provide athletes with a safe space to store their belongings and provide them with the option to 
change in and out of their kit.   

• Facility capacity: Based on the anticipated number of participants and spectators, your club’s 
facility capacity must meet or exceed 950 individuals.  

• Match Officials room/space: This is required for this event.  Officials will require a safe home 
base to store their belongings and provide them with a space to relax between games.   
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 Junior Club 7s Championship Event Details  
• Date: Weekend of October 17th & 18th   
• # of Days: 2  
• Structure: 8-12 Team 7’s Tournament – U14s/U16s/U18s 
• # of Teams: 48-72 (24-36 per day) 
• # of Participants: 720-1,080 (360-540 per day)  
• Anticipated # of spectators: 1080-2160 (540-1,080 per day)  
• Parking Required: 500-1,000 spots (per day) 

  
Junior Club 7s Championship Requirements:  

• # of Fields: 4 full-sized fields are required for this event.  Multiple smaller playing fields will be 
created within one field for U14s, according to the rules and regulations outlined by Rugby 
Canada.  

• Functioning scoreboard: This is not a requirement for this event.  
• Media/Broadcast Booth: This is not a requirement for this event, but clubs are still encouraged 

to live stream the event through a Veo camera or other method of their choosing.   
• Grandstand/bleachers: This is not a requirement but will be considered an asset as it provides 

spectators with a comfortable space to enjoy the action. Please outline in your bid package if 
your club’s facility has a grandstand or bleachers.  Clubs may also rent them for the event to 
enhance their bid.  

• Field lights:  This is not a requirement for this event, as it will take place during the day.  
• Accessible warm-up space/field: This is required for this event. This may be in addition to the 

four playing fields required.  Within your bid package, please clearly outline where your club’s 
warm-up space/field will be located and the conditions/resources available.  

• Change rooms: This is not required for this event, but will be considered an asset, as it would 
provide athletes with a safe space to store their belongings and provide them with the option to 
change in and out of their kit.  

• Facility capacity: Based on the anticipated number of participants and spectators, your club’s 
facility capacity must meet or exceed 1080 individuals.  

• Match Officials room/space:  This is required for this event.  Officials will require a safe space to 
store their belongings and provide them with the option to change in and out of their kit.  This 
will also provide officials with a space to relax between games.  
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McCormick/*Fall/*GeeGage Cup Event Details  
• Date: Weekend of October 31st 
• # of Days: 1  
• Structure: Single Game Grand Final (3: McCormick Cup / *Fall Cup / *GeeGage Cup) 
• # of Teams: 6 
• # of Participants: 144 
• Anticipated # of Spectators: 400-500 
• Parking Required: 250-400 spots  

  
McCormick/*Fall/*GeeGage Cup Requirements:  
*The delivery of the Fall and GeeGage Cup competitions will depend on the number of clubs expressing 
interest, intending to compete, and completing registration. 

• # of Fields: 1 full-sized playing field plus 1 warm up field is required for this event. 
• Functioning scoreboard: This is a requirement for this event.  Clubs have the option to rent a 

scoreboard at their expense, if they do not have a permanent one.  Please outline these plans in 
your bid package.  

• Media/Broadcast Booth or Area: This is required for this event, as the McCormick Cup will be 
broadcasted.  Having one area designated for the production team and one for commentators 
will be considered a strong asset.  If your club’s facility does not have a permanent media booth, 
at the bare minimum you must have a raised area.  With your bid package, please outline your 
plans for a media booth.  

• Grandstand/bleachers: This is required for this event as it provides spectators with a 
comfortable space to enjoy the action. Clubs may also rent them for the event.  Please outline 
your plans in the bid package.  

• Field lights:  This is not a requirement for this event as these games will likely be played during 
the day, but will be considered an asset.  

• Accessible warm-up space/field: This is required for this event. This may be in addition to the 
one playing field required or can be built into/accounted for in the schedule.  Within your bid 
package, please clearly outline where your club’s warm-up space/field will be located and the 
condition/resources available.   

• Change rooms: This is required for this event as it provides athletes with a safe space to store 
their belongings.  This also provides athletes with a private space to change in and out of their 
kit.  This space also provides teams with a place to congregate before and after matches.  Having 
one change room per team will be considered a strong asset.  Teams can/will filter in and out of 
rooms as their games are played. If your club’s facility does not have enough change rooms, 
please outline your contingency plan to accommodate this need.   

• Facility capacity: Based on the anticipated number of participants and spectators, your club’s 
facility capacity must meet or exceed 650 individuals.  

• Match Officials room/space: This is required for this event.  Officials will require a safe space to 
store their belongings and provide them with the option to change in and out of their kit.  This 
will also provide officials with a space to relax between games.  
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Event Bidding Form  
Below is a link to the event bidding form.  Please ensure that you have thoroughly read through the 
requirements for each event your club will be bidding for prior to completing the form.  Please complete 
the form in its entirety.  Failure to do so may result in an automatic elimination of your club’s bid.  If 
your club’s facility fails to meet any of the respective event requirements, please attach a brief 
contingency plan document (last question of the form), outlining the action that will be taken to ensure 
the requirements are met.  You may also use this section of the form to highlight any additional 
elements of your club’s facility that may enhance your bid.  Any questions or concerns surrounding your 
club’s bid can be directed to Nick Porcelli (nporcelli@rugbyontario.com).  
  
LINK: Rugby Ontario 2026 YOUTH/JUNIOR/SENIOR COMPETITIONS Event Bid Form – Fill out 
form 
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